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MAGNETIC MUSINGS 
By Karl Sparklin 


Yes, I know, you've heard it all before. “Keep your. disks away from 
magnetic fields.’’ And I’m sure you know that putting your disks on top of your 
speakers threatens to replace your digitized pictures of Aunt Martha with 
excerpts from the Rolling Stones. 


But where else can these fields lurk? It's not like you can see those nasty 
lines of force reaching out for your data. Well, here's a few hints. 


Any appliance that has a transformer in it is bad news. What's a trans- 
former? Not those plastic toys that change from Gorgon the Conqueror to a 
dishwasher. No, it's a big hunk of iron that often powers electronic equipment, 
but radiates electromagnetic fields as a bonus. Something like a stereo 
receiver, or a power supply, or a microwave oven. Make your popcorn 
somewhere else! A cue that a transformer may lurk nearby is if your monitor 
swims from side to side (regardless of whether you've been drinking). External 
modems often have transformers, but are usually at the end hooked into the 
wall. So don’t wave your disks at the power strip! 


Another source of magnetic data-rot is that phone you keep close to the 
computer. If it’s the old-fashioned type that has a mechanical bell that could 
wake the dead, there’s a bodacious field surrounding that thing when it goes 
off. So don’t let your disks slip under that beast! 


Much like transformers, AC motors are bad news. So if you're going to have 
disks lying around, don't be using hair driers, hedge trimmers, or kitchen 
mixers around your computer. 


The next one is the reason I wanted to write this article in the first place. Last 
week I saw what, at first glance, seemed to be a handy little device for keeping 
organized. It's a plastic bracket, about 8" x 12", that attaches to the side of your 
monitor (assuming that it has enough flat area) and has little compartments to 
it. One is larger for papers, a smaller one is for pencils, and one is for3.5" disks! 
Good God! 


So what, you say? Hmmm, you’ve never heard of degaussing coils? Oh. 
Well, most monitors have a coil wrapped around the picture tube inside the 
case that is given a short burst of current when you turn on the display. This 
generates a big magnetic field that tends to clear other smaller fields that 
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BBS News 


Computerfest® 


DMA Meetings 


General Meeting 

The next General Meeting will be July 30, 7 
pm at ITT Technical Institute, 3325 Stop 
Eight Road. 


Board Meeting 

The next Board meeting will be August 14, 
7:00 pm at Cassano's on Stroop Rd., near 
Wilmington Ave. 


Special Interest Groups 


Unix - August 1, 1991, at 7:00 pm Room 312, 
Kettering Labs, University of Dayton. 


OS-Group - August 1, 1991, at 7:30 pm at 
Marion's Piazza in Beavercreek. 


Forth - August 13, 1991, at 7 pm at Dayton 
and Montgomery County Library, 215 E. 
Third St., Dayton. 


Timex/Sinclair - August 20, 1991, at 7 pmat 
Gary Ganger's house, 812 Hedwick St., New 
Carlisle. 
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Dayton Microcomputer Association 
Officers 


President Bob Kwater 848-8511 
Vice President Gary Turner 748-0042 
Secretary Diane Pencil 235-0629 
Treasurer Dave Wilson 761-1886 
Sr. Bd. Mbr/Lrg Carol Emerich 372-8518 
Jr. Bd. Mbr/Lrg Donna Schrader 746-7985 
Past President Corbett Elliott 252-1230 


Standing Committee Chair 


Dave Schwab 
Dave Schwab 
Diane Pencil 


299-5932 
299-5932 
235-0629 


BBS Sysop 
Equip. Custodian 
Computerfest® 


Editorial Staff 


DataBus Editor Kay Atkinson 890-6145 


DATABUS is published monthly by the Dayton Microcomputer 
Association (DMA). Technical articles, product announcements, news 
items and other items relating to computers, computing and/or computer 
users are strongly encouraged. 

The deadline for submitting material is the day of the Board of 
Trustees meeting. Please submit files to the editors by uploading in ASCII 
format to the DMA BBS (293-1754), by mailing to the Dayton Museum 
of Natural History, 2629 Ridge Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5499 or by 
leaving it at the front desk of the museum marked ‘‘Editor DMA.'' The 
editors reserve the right to edit, hold or reject any portions of submitted 
copy. 

Advertisements and want ads are accepted for publication under the 
following rate structure: Noncommercial ads are free to DMA members. 
Commercial and non-member ads are $2.00 per issue for up to six lines. 
For more information contact the editors. 

Permission is granted to nonprofit organizations to reprint or quote 
any material contained herein (except that which is copyrighted else- 
where) provided credit is given to the authorand Dayton Microcomputer 
Association Data Bus. The editors request that when reprinting material 
from the Data Bus you forward a copy of the reprint. 

NOTE: If your address label says ‘‘EXPIRED”’ instead of the expiration 
date, this will be your last issue unless you renew your membership. 


Masthead reprinted by permission. Copyright 1986,1987,1988 John 
Hargeaves 


DMA BBS 


293-1754 


The President's Corner 


by Bob Kwater 


‘‘Summer’s here and the time is right for dancin in the 
street’’ or so the old song goes. We may not be dancing in the 
street, but it is summer and it is time to think about the election 
of new officers for the club. DMA’s Bylaws call for nomina- 
tions to be announced at the August general meeting and 
elections to be held at the September meeting. Caro] Emerich 
has accepted the position of nomination committee chair, and 
will be chosing her other committee members. They in turn 
will contact the general membership and draw up a list of 
members willing to hold various Board of Trustee offices. 
Needed are President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Junior Member at Large. The present Junior Member at 
Large then becomes the Senior Member at Large and retains 
a vote on the Board. The out-going president becomes the 
Past-President and also retains a vote. All candidates must be 
paying members, and must have prior consent for their nomi- 
nation. Nominations may also be taken from the floor on the 
evening of the elections. Your club needs your assistance if it 
is to continue it’s growth. Consider in which area you may 
best help and answer ‘‘yes’’ when the nominations committee 
calls. The time for being a passive member has past, DMA 
needs active members willing to be involved, if it to remain 
vital. 


Membership Directory 

Every member should have received their copy of this 
years membership roster. If not please contact Kay Atkinson 
or Dave Wilson. Congratulations to Kay ona job well done on 
the roster. She worked hard on getting it done and the result 
was worth the wait. The task of Editor is seldomeasy and more 
often than not filled with frustration. DMA has been blest in 
the way Kay has given a professional touch to all of the club’s 
publications. Thank you does not say enough. 


DMA BBS 

Another area that has seen improvement this year was the 
BBS. Dave Schwab has spent many long hours and weekends, 
reviewing software in hopes of making the board easier for 
you the membership. If you haven't used it for a while, log- 
on, you should be pleased with his results. Dave, thank you for 
all the time and energy used on the club's behalf. 


Volunteerism 
Volunteerism is what builds strong organizations. We are 
the oldest user group in the area, it's time we move to become 


the strongest and the best. With your help we CAN do it. 
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THE DAYTON MICROCOMPUTER ASSOCIATION, INC., PRESENTS 


OMPUTERFEST 0] 


Ny 


Sat., Aug. 24,10 AM-6 PM 
Sun., Aug. 25, 10 AM - 5 PM 


16th ANNUAL COMPUTER AND ELECTRONIC CONVENTION 
Hara Conference and Exhibition Center, 1001 Shiloh Springs Rd., Dayton, Ohio 


Largest Computer Show in the Midwest 
Computerfest '91 Features........... 


Speakers and Seminars 
Product demonstrations 
User group and club displays 
Dealers from all around the country 
Hundreds of professional and flea market vendors 
Hourly door prize drawings (you must be present to win) 


Grand Prize: | 
386DX COMPUTER SYSTEM BARGAINS 


2 MB RAM 


GREAT 


80 MB HARD DRIVE 
ULTRA VGA COLOR MONITOR 15.25" FLOPPY DRIVE 


MOUSE 1 3.5" FLOPP7 DRIVE 
ENHANCED KEYBOARD MS-DOS 


EVENT PASS | 


$5.00 IN ADVANCE $6.00 AT THE DOOR 
$5.00 Advance Tickets available at: 
SANDBOX MICROSYSTMS, Fairborn Ohio 
SOFTWARE, ETC. , Dayton Mall 
ABBY'S SOFTWARE, Fairborn, Ohio 
MENDELSON'S, Dayton, Ohio 
VANDALIA COMPUTER, Vandalia, Ohio 
All activities take place INSIDE! Acres of Free Parking Children under 12 FREE with adult 


Call 313/263-FEST for more information 


Dayton Microcomputer 
Association 


The Dayton Microcomputer Association (DMA) is a non- 
profit organization dedicated to the education of and provid- 
ing information to microcomputer users and to the general 
public. DMA members use and owna wide variety of comput- 
ers and possess various levels of computer experience. Meet- 
ings are held on the last Tuesday of every month (except 
December) normally at the Dayton Museum of Natural His- 
tory, 2629 Ridge Ave., (near Triangle Park) from 7:00-9:00 
P.M. For the next few months meetings will be held at ITT 
Technical Institute, 3325 Stop Eight Road at the above time. 
Annual dues are $12 for regular members which includes a 
subscription to the Data Bus newsletter, $6 for associate 
members living at the same address. Associate memberships 
must run concurrently with a regular membership 

Due to a change in procedure, the Board of Trustees 
minutes and the General Meeting minutes will be printed in 
the newsletter after they are submitted to and approved by the 
Board of Trustees and the General Membership. These min- 
utes are approved before publication. 


Special Interest Groups 


DAYTUG - The Dayton TRS-80 Users Group for Models 
1,3,4. For more information call Terry Morrow at 372-6146. 


FIG - Forth Interest Group meets at CFC, 11 West Monument 
Ave., Suite 612, Dayton, Ohio 45402 on the second Tuesday 
of every month. Call 461-9201, from the ground floor, for 
entrance after 7:00 P.M. For more information contact Chair- 
man, Gary M. Ganger at 849-1483. 


OS-GROUP - The Operating Systems Users Group meets at 
Beavercreek Marion's Piazza, 1320 N. Fairfield Rd., Dayton, 
Ohio 45432 on the first Thursday of the month at 7:30 P.M. 
The areas of interest are CP/M, MS-DOS, and UNIX. For more 
information contact Chairman, Dave Schwab at 299-5932. 


TIMEX/SINCLAIR USERS GROUP - meets at Gary Gangers 
house, 812 Hedwick St., New Carlisle, 45344 on the third 
Tuesday of the month from 7:00-9:00 P.M. For more informa- 
tion contact Chairman, Gary M. Ganger at 849-1483. 


UNIX - meets in Room3 12 at Kettering Labs atthe University 
of Dayton on the first Thursday of the month at 7 pm. For more 
information call Tony Snyder at 275-7913. 


Didn’t find your special interest? Come to a general meeting 
and explore your needs with the rest of the membership. With 
enough interest, a new Special Interest Group may be created. 


Other Dayton Area User Groups 


This information is provided as a service to anyone looking for 
a group supporting a particular computer, operating system, 
etc. Not all of the user groups listed are directly associated 
with DMA. 


If you know of a users group which would like to have their 
meeting schedule listed here send details or a current newslet- 
ter to Editor, DMA Data Bus, Dayton Museum of Natural 
History, 2629 Ridge Avenue, Dayton, Ohio 45414-5499. 


The following groups are not affiliated with DMA: 


Apple-Dayton - Meets the second Monday of the month at 7 
pm at Dayton Christian Middle School. For more information 
call Lloyd Greene at 275-2937. 


Cin-Day Users Group - Supporting the Texas Instruments 99/ 
4A Home Computer and compatibles. Meetings are on the 
middle Saturday of the month at noon at Lazarus Downtown 
Coin Room (5th floor). 


DACUG - Dayton Area Commodore Users Group meets the 
second Saturday of each month from 3 to 7 p.m. at DESC/ 
Defense Electronic Supply Center on Wilmington Pike in 
Kettering. For more information contact Mona Spurgeon at 
298-6743. 


DAYHUG - Dayton Heath/Zenith Users' Group meets the 
third Thursday of each month at 4:30 pm at AFIT, Room 121, 
Bldg. 640, Area B, WPAFB. For more information call Steve 
Hudak at 426-7142. 


DMUG - Dayton MS-Dos Users Group for IBM PCs and 
compatibles meets the third Wednesday of the each month 
except December at Miriam Hall in O' Leary Auditorium, Uni- 
versity of Dayton, at 7:30 pm. For more information call Bill 
Richard at 879-7656 or log on to the DMUG BBS by calling 
259-0806. 


Amiga-Dayton - Meets the third Thursday of the month at 
6:30 pm. For more information call Karl Sparklin at 253-6849. 
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UNIX SIG 
by Tony Snyder 


Due to the July 4th holiday we met on July 11th as 
opposed to the first Thursday ofthe month. It was a somewhat 
interesting meeting in which we discussed some of the latest, 
interesting developments in the computer world. Of course 
there was a lot of talk about what seems to be the hottest topic 
of late, namely the Apple IBM get-together. We're sure that 
that will have some bearing on the Unix world, but the effect 
may be quite a ways off. We also discussed some of the 
products available to allow connectivity between DOS an 
Unix systems. These really allow the users of DOS systems to 
use Unix's special strengths, in addition to allowing for the 
sharing of files. Other interesting things taking place in the 
industry, we touched upon, include the battle between propo- 
nents of relational data base management systems and those 
of the object-oriented DBMS, and also a new standard under 
Posix which defines real-time extensions to Unix. It was a 
pretty lively and informative meeting. 


Forth Interest Group 
by Tony Snyder 


The July 9th Forth Interest Group meeting was a bit 
different from our usual as we discussed directions our group 
has been going and where we'd like it to be going. This will 
receive more discussion in the future, but we probably will be 
adopting a more formal meeting format. We plan to get into 
more, specific projects, try to get some solid results, and get 
reports made for the members. With regard to these particular 
projects, we plan to get documentation to the members in 
order that they may take the material home for review and or 
trial. An in-depth discussion can then follow at later meetings. 
Next month’s meeting will prove to be to be interesting as we 
hash out more details. 


Last month I mentioned a debate concerning the workings 
of the return stack in the execution of certain Forth words. I 
would like now, to clarify that discussion’s subject and origin. 
The following is paraphrased from a letter written and 
presented to us by member John Lacey. Last fall Lacey was 
giving us a presentation on Phillip Koopman’s MVP-Forth 
package of Integer and Floating-Point Math. (You may recall 
from an earlier article in this publication, that I covered Mr. 
Koopman’s development of various processors which use 
Forth as their native language.) 


In the course of the presentation, Len Spialter stated that the 
Forth words D>R and DR> would not work as defined by 
Koopman. His reason was that the use of >R and R> was 
unbalanced. ( As an example :D>R R> swap>Rswap>R 
>R ; is how Koopman defines D>R ). John Lacey said that 
they would work and the battle was joined, so to speak. 


Consequently, further discussion has followed regarding 
the effect of certain words upon the return stack and, in 
particular, whether a word can function below the top of that 
stack. Under normal conditions, that is within colon defini- 
tions, one courts disaster if each >R is not balanced bya R>. 
However, as was explained in last month’s column, R> alone 
can be used advantageously but with caution. Further, John 
Lacey has shown that in at least one implementation of Forth, 
for instance that of the Jupiter Ace 4000 computer, the top of 
the stack may be, in essence, be leftalone and values be placed 
under it. Incidentally, froma careful reading of John Lacey’s 
explanation of how Koopman's D>R and DR» work, it can be 
seenthatthe code will performas written. The top ofthe return 
stack must be preserved and then brought back on top, in order 
to prevent the loss of the transferred number as the end of the 
definition is encountered. The letter went a long way in 
clarifying some nagging questions. 


Next we hada preview of what promises to be an informa- 
tive presentation on multitasking, by Bruce Raymond. This 
presentation is a few months off but is worth mentioning now. 
Bruce gave out a handout on the subject describing what his 
project entails. We were introduced to the concept of multi- 
tasking, its uses, and several alternatives for its implementa- 
tion. Also explained was the two types of multitasking; Non- 
preemptive and Preemptive. Non-preemptive is a round robin 
way of sharing CPU time. This can bea problem in critical 
real-time systems as some external event may demand imme- 
diate attention while the CPU is off doing something trivial, 
during which time the critical event must wait. With the 
Preemptive setup, task sharing can be determined by priori- 
tized interrupts. When something pressing occurs, the CPU's 
attention is gotten, some quick data storage takes place, and 
the CPU switches over to service the critical task. 


Ibeststop there and just mention that Mr. Raymond plans 
to implement this multitasking scheme in a small robot project 
he's wanted to do for quite some time now. Further, he plans 
to do it on the New Micro 68HC11 board that I mentioned a 
few months ago. If you will remember, that board runs Forth 
from ROM. 


Next month we'll have a presentation, on the aforemen- 
tioned VP math package, by John Lacey. In months to follow 
we intend to get involved in linking C and Forth, Fractals, a 
discussion of a fast subroutine Forth for the 68000, and 
possibly a method of file transfer between different machines. 


Timex/Sinclair Users Group 
by Gary Ganger 


COMPUTERFEST® UPDATE 


We have had more requests now for tables at COMPUTER- 
FEST® from Timex/Sinclair clubs and venders since last 
month. We have requests for six tables through 1 July. 
Another called after the cutoff date and was referred to Mark 
Hanslip at 143 Schloss Lane, Dayton, OH 45418. He is 
putting the Computerfest $91 table layouts together now and 
willbe sending the tickets backto those who register as Timex 
Sinclair users and vendors. Gary called some that were not 
able to come this year but are interested in trying next year if 
everyone is satisfied. I heard that some sent their request 
directly to Markso hopefully they will also be with the others. 
Only Mark cando it now. The date is almost upon us and there 
is still a lot to complete. If you can help with the booth or 
computer museum display please call Gary and volenteer 
soon. If we can get enough help, we can get to see the other T/ 
S users and see how they are surviving. 


NEXT MEETING 


We will looking at the projects we can show at COMPUTER- 
FEST® again this year and lining up the requirements for help 
needed to man the DMA booth and Computer Museum. Gary 
has been able to line up more computers that we have not 
shown before. We may need help building the display shelves 
and putting the machines in place before the show. If you can 
help tell Gary. 


MAGAZINE INFO 


Bill Ferrebee has been giving Computerfest 91 a lot of help 
in Computer Monthly magazine and Gary has recieved addi- 
tional calls asking for information because of his effort. Frank 
Davis has also been of great help, both from UPDATE! 
magazine and from ISTUG newsletter. He has been transfer- 
ring calls from other groups to Gary and Mark for booth space 
and tickets. Thanks to both for much needed help in such a 
short time that we have had. 


BAD NEWS DEPT 
Gary talked to Ed Grey and Rod Gowen and they will not be 


attending Computerfest& 91. We will miss the chance to talk 
to them at the show. Maybe they will be at future shows. 


MEETINGS 


All meetings are now held on the third Tuesday at the 
chairman's home, 812 Hedwick Street, New Carlisle, Ohio 
45344-2619, or you can call Gary M. Gangerat 513-849-1483 
for more information. 


BBS NEWS 
By Dave Schwab 


The DMA is getting very close to having FIDO NET 
installed in the DMA Electronic Data Bus. I have Remote 
Access running as our BBS software and Front Door running 
as the mail system. As I get Front Door tuned up we will be 
getting a FIDO node number. With the node number we will 
start receiving ECHO and NET mail for the use of DMA 
members. 


There is an automatic upgrade system on the BBS for the 
use of DMA members. The **[U]pgrade for DMA members" 
option fromthe main menu will let DMA members get access 
to the CD-ROM without waiting for the sysop to reset your 
access level. Any NON-DMA user on the BBS that takes 
advantage of this service will be removed from the system. 


DMA members may upload articles for the DATABUS via 
the ‘‘[D]MA information?’ option from the BBS main menu. 
This special upload area will let Kay download the article 
without waiting for a sysop to approve the file. All other 
uploads to the BBS must be checked by a sysop before any 
user may download it. 


June 1991 DOOR PRIZES 
1: Modem surge suppressor - Tom Crockett 
2: Box of 3.5" disks(10) - John Glidewell 
3: 2 Boxes of 5.25" disks(20) - Bob Kwater 


4: Book: Lotus 1-2-3 Instant Reference - Donna Schrader 


DMA GENERAL MEETING 
MINUTES JUNE 25,1991 


The meeting began at 7:10 pm 


With the Secretary and Vice- President absent, President 
appointed Hank Pesa, temporary recording secretary. Donna 
Schrader read minutes of May General Meeting, minutes 
were then approved by membership. Donna also read April 
30 minutes, these also were approved with no changes. 


Old business: Bob Kwater report that more volunteers are 
still need to help ‘‘work’’ this year's Computerfest®. 


New business: Bob Kwater report that Caro] Emerich has 
accepted as nominations committee chair, she will be select- 
ing her fellow committee members, and they will prepare a 
list of candidates. 


Terry Morrow suggested that DMA hold a PICNIC for 
membership. A suggestion was made to include other 
*'sister'' user groups to a joint picnic. After some discussion, 
with no aggreement on where and when to hold picnic, 
matter was tabled for later date until co- ordinator is found. 


Bob Kwater reported that the Museum of Natural History is 
still in construction and a date for our ‘‘return’’ still has not 
been set. He also reported that other locations a currently 
being looked into. He repeated the Museum’s wish for DMA 
to become more involved with the Museum’s daily work- 
ings, ie. help teach classes and assist in creating computer 
database of exhibits. 


Several members voiced problems they were having with 
various BBS’s, Terry Morrow led discussion on pro’s and 
con’s of different software used by area BBS’s. Terry 
Morrow also informed group of new trends in hardware (disk 
drives) and led a short talk on DOS 5.0. 


Door Prizes were then drawn: Tom Crockett - phone surge 
suppressor, Bob Kwater - 5.25" DSDD floppies, John Glidew- 
ell - 3.5" disks, Donna Schrader - Lotus 1-2-3 book. 


With no other business and no additional program, meeting 
was ajourned at 8:40 pm. 


Respectfully submitted by, Hank Pesa 


Computerfest ‘91 
By Diane Pencil 


Those of you who were notat the last June Computerfest® 
meeting did not know that meeting had been changed to July 
the 9th. With so many summer activities going on it is 
getting more and more difficult to get the entire committee 
together. Fortunately, most of the deadline work has been 
completed. The biggest project is the program which Carol 
Emerich has been working on for some time. The deadline 
for contributions to this year's program is the July 29th 
Computerfest® meeting which will be held at 7:30pm at 
Merrily Federele's house. If you have a contribution for the 
program please call either Carol or myself so that we can 
allow space. We are looking for any and all contributions 
which will be of interest to this year's attenders. 


I have had great success in talking with the Cobb Group 
in Louisville, Ky. Those of you who have purchased major 
pieces of software in the last two years have probably seen 
their information. They provide seminars and a variety of 
outstanding publications on works such as WordPerfect, 
Paradox, Quattro Pro and other popular pieces of software. 
The Cobb Group has agreed to send Mr. Cobbas the speaker 
at this year's banquet and will provide us with at least two of 
their authors to speak on WordPerfect and one other prod- 
uct. They are a welcome addition to the speakers line -up this 
year. 


Markand Julie Hanslip report that we are almost 80% sold 
out which is where we want to be at this time. Some vendors 
had voiced concern over our rapid growth and in an effort to 
raise our attendance this year we will be doing television 
advertising for the first time. 


Things are looking bigger and better than ever. It’s not too 

late to volunteer to help at the show. If you want to come to 
the next meeting on Monday, July 29th the directions are as 
follows: 
From Burkhardt and Woodman go east on Burkhardt to 
Cascade (by the school and the park). Turn south (right) on 
Cascade. Go to the second street, Willow Glen, and turn left. 
The address is 5837 Willow Glen Court. If you want to eat, 
Merrily will provide us with phone service to the nearest 
Dominos or Pizza Hut, I’m sure. ‘Fest is getting close, so 
don't miss it! 


[Editor's note: To volunteer to work at Computerfest& leave 
a message for Kay Atkinson on the DMA BBS or phone her 
at 890-6145 in the daytime and weekends or at 226-2762 in 
the evenings.] 


Magnetic Musings continued from page 1 


collect on your monitor while it just sits around. (Your 
monitor also loses some image quality as you rotate or move 
it around, but that's another article.) Anyway, you see 
where I'm headed, right? That big pulse of energy isn't 
limited to the inside of that nice plastic case; it extends out 
either side as well, right through that stash of disks you've 
placed in your new organizer! Like a Terminator through 
your next-door neighbor. Now I won't say that one power- 
upis goingto scramble all your data: too many other factors 
are involved. Like, how strongly the data was encoded in the 
first place, how strong your degaussing field is (assuming 
you have such coils in the first place), whether there's any 
magnetic shielding inside, etc. But performing a little ex- 
periment might convince you. Bring another CRT display 
of some type right up beside your computer monitor. It 
doesn'thaveto be a computer display; a TV is fine, butdon't 
tune toa soap opera: they generate destructive fields of their 
own. Now, wait for your computer display to cool off if it's 
been on awhile; otherwise, flip the switch on your monitor 
and watch what happens to the other display. As soonas you 
hitthe button, its image should get yanked around quite a bit 
as that degaussing field rips through it. Admittedly, the 
results seen on a nearby CRT magnifies the effect, but it’s 
enough for me! I’LL never buy one of those doo-dads. 


Besides, it'd take two or three hundred of them to get 
ME organized. 


Membership Directory Corrections 


Marilyn Mix 
3030 Viola Drive 
Beavercreek, OH 45385 
Conrad M. Phillippi 
230 Wisteria Dr. 
Dayton, OH 45419 
James Rutan 

no current address 


Please send corrections to Dave Wilson, 602 Keystone Ct., 
Yellow Springs, OH 45387 or call 767-1886 


Judge Restores 
dBASE Copyright to 
Ashton-Tate 


reprinted from Orange Bytes (June, 1991), the newsletter of 
the North Orange County Computer Club, Orange, CA 


A Los Angeles Times article reported that U.S. District 
Judge Terry J. Hatter, reversing a previous ruling, has 
restored Ashton-Tate’s protection against unlawful copying 
ofits products. 


The earlier ruling was a potential legal threat over copy- 
right protection for other software publishers. 


Ashton-Tate, according to the Los Angeles Times article 
describing the action, were happily surprised. (The company 
has been waging a fierce battle to maintain its commercial 
position, with the issuance of new products and under 
President William P. Lyons has posted a first quarter profit 
of $3.1 million, the best in two years.) 


The earlier ruling had invalidated Ashton-Tate dBASE 
copyrights because the company had failed to disclose on its 
copyright applications the intellectual origins ofthe product 
- a program created by Jet Propulsion Laboratories in the 
seventies. That program was called JPLDIS, [and] designed 
to manage huge databases on mainframes at JPL. 


Judge Hatter's rulings stem from a copy[right] infringe- 
ment lawsuit filed by Ashton-Tate against Fox Software in 
1988, manufacturer of the FoxBase product, described as a 
dBASE look-alike program. Ashton-Tate claimed that the 
Fox product unlawfully copied the ‘‘form of expression" 
and the ‘‘look and feel’ of dBASE. 


Lyons said the new ruling means that the lawsuit can now 
proceed to trial on its merits; however he said that he hopes 
he can negotiate an out of court settlement, and avoid a 
lengthy trial. He said he would consider licensing dBASE to 
Fox in exchange for royalty payments. 


[Editor’s note: The July, 15, 1991 issue of Infoworld reports 
that Borland International is purchasing Ashton-Tate for 
$444 million.] 


Who Uses the Amiga? 
The information in this article is from ‘Here! Read This!’, 
published by.Amiga Addicts Anonymous of Walnut Creek 


NOCOPRO, a computer store in Willoughby, Ohio put to- 
gether an interesting bit of advertising listing how the Amiga 
is used in business. 

Here it is: 

* Lucasfilm uses the Amiga for all pre-production work. 

* Over 800 cable television stations use Amigas for the 
Preview channel, video-titling, genlock, and production work. 
The Amiga has the largest market share for this application. 

* CNN Weather is done entirely on the Amiga along with 
many local weather broadcasts. 

* Entertainers such as B.B. King, Frank Zappa, and Milli 
Vanilli [Hhmmm...I wonder if maybe we should keep quiet 
about them...] rely on Amigas. 

` The Los Angeles Airport uses it for an information 
Kiosk. 

* DisneyWorld uses hundreds of them for controlling ani- 
mated displays. 

* Wyse Advertising uses them for page layout/brochure 
creation. 

- The Houston Police Department uses them to produce 
training videos. 

- Atlanta's presentation to the National Olympic Commit- 
tee was done using an Amiga (an IBM PS/2, NEXT or 
Macintosh couldn't handle it.) 

* Joe Robbie Stadium's animated scoreboard in Miami, 
Florida is run by Amiga computers. 

* RoboCop II's special effects were done on the Amiga. 

* The French government uses them for driving simula- 
tors. 

* The Lynx game system's software is developed on the 
Amiga. 

` They are used abundantly by Harvard, MIT, UCLA and 
Ohio State University to name a few. 

* Universal Studios creates display graphics and anima- 
tion in video with it. 

* The Province of Alberta, Canada's Government Tele- 
phone System uses 600 of them in coordinating their tele- 
phone system. 

* The Strategic Defense Organization headquarters uses 
them for missile attack/defense simulation. 

The UCLA School of Medicine uses them to study 
human body motion, and also to combine different imaging 
technologies into a comprehensive view of the human brain. 

* The Smith-Kettlewel Eye Research Institute in San 
Francisco uses Amigas in researching vision, vision equip- 
ment, and vision testing. 

* The Atomic Energy Commission uses them as intelli- 
gent front ends to Cray Supercomputers. 


* They were used in the ABC series ‘Max Headroom’ to 
create all graphics shown on video screens. 

* Amigas were used to create the opening scene in 
Steven Spielberg’s ‘Amazing Stories’ on NBC. 

* And, inan amazing story of its own, Amigas are used 
by Apple Computer (Yes, THAT Apple Computer) with the 
Imprint 35mm color slide system for in-house preparation 
of presentation materials. 


The Night Before Deadline 
by Felix Furber 
Twin Cities PCUG 


"Twas the night before deadline and all through the house 
Papers were flying, all chased by a mouse. 
The articles all were downloaded with care, 
And the discs brought by sneaker net soon would be there. 
The Editor hovered over printouts with dread 
While visions of red lines danced in his head. 
Out goes a comma, then slash to some caps, 
And he settles down to a long drawn out hack. 
When over at the keyboard there arose such a clatter, 
He sprang from his chair to see what was the matter. 
Away to the screen he flew like a flash, 
Only to find that the program had crashed. 
More rapid than eagles his actions became. 
He hollered and shouted and called the machine names. 
**Now blast you and damn you, you wretched contraption. 
You try me and tease me to utter distraction. 
Out of the window, and over the wall, 
I'll kick you and throw you and hold you in thrall.'' 
His temper so wild, like a hurricane flies, 
And murderous sparks shot out from his eyes. 
So up to the keyboard, his chair he drew 
With a snarl and a mutter (and some prayers too!) 
And then, in a twinkling, Ventura gave proof 
That sometimes computers play up and goof. 
He sat back and watched, with relief so profound 
As the articles all came back with a bound 
There on the screen the pages all sat 
With their spaces and headers all smugly intact. 
The Editor twinkled and chortled with glee 
*"The Newsletter is saved and I’m almost free.’’ 
His face wreathed in smiles, he started to work, 
The mouse flew in circles and stopped with a jerk. 
And laying his red pencil aside of his nose. 
And giving a nod from his chair he arose. 
He sprang to the printer and with a push of his thumb 
It started to print with a satisfying hum. 
I heard him exclaim ‘ere he turned out the light, 
*"The Newsletter's finished, so to all a good night!’ 


A Little Byte of History 
by Don Lester 
Vancouver, BC 
reprinted from Orange Bytes (June, 1991), the newsletter of 
the North Orange County Computer Club, Orange, CA 


This little Byte of History is for all of us who tend to 
forget that as fast as the computer industry has grown in the 
last decade its beginnings had a slow start. 


To Begin at the Beginning 

We need to look at some important events that took place 
prior to the development of the modern computer. If I asked 
you [to] tell me, just off the top of your head, either one, the 
one on your shoulders, or the one in your hard drive, I don't 
know how many of you could tell me the date of the first event 
that occurred which was needed for the computer to develop. 
Even just tell me the year! What's your guess??? Did I hear 
you say 1940? That was a good year for computers but sorry 
that's not it. What? 1950? Believe it or not, you're going the 
wrong way. Okay, the year I want is 1745. You heard it right. 
There it is in black and white. 


What could possibly have happened in 1745 that would 
effect computers? A little thing really. A Frenchman named 
Joseph M. Jacquard designed a method of using holes in cards 
to control the selection of threads in weaving designs. That 
was as faras that idea went, and nothing of mention happened 
until years later. 


Some Time Passed 

It wasn't until 1812 that the next important event took 
place. So what was that you asked? Well it seems that there 
was this professor of mathematics named Charles Babbage 
who invented a machine which automatically performed 
simple computations to prepare a table of values for trigo- 
nometry. He called ita DIFFERENCE ENGINE. He dreamed 
of building a DIFFERENCE ENGINE which could do more 
complex calculations and although he never built it he influ- 
enced others who did construct more complex engines. 


The next date to note was 1854. In that year an English 
mathematician named George Boole wrote a book called The 
Laws of Thought, in which he explained the rules of logic in 
mathematical symbols. These rules later became known as 
Boolean Algebra, which as any programmer can tell is the 
basic mathematical system of computers. 


This is all well and good, but how does it all come 
together. Well, in 1880 a man named Herman Holerith 
worked for the census. He realized a need for a tabulating 
machine, and designed the census machine that was used in 
1890 to streamline the census. He came across the idea of 
cards with holes, and adapted them to what he called punched 
cards. Six years later Herman organized a company to market 
his tabulating machine. His company eventually grew and 
merged with others to become International Business Ma- 
chines Corp. (IBM). 


Onward We Go 

In 1937 a man named Howard Aiken of Harvard Univer- 
sity designed a machine which performed a sequence of arith- 
metic operations. The machine was built by IBM and 
presented to Harvard University in 1944. Called the MARK 
I, it was essentially a huge mechanical calculator. Things 
began to pick up here, and the MARK I was followed by the 
ENIAC was much faster than the MARK I in 1945. Because 
it was used electronic components the ENIAC was much 
faster than the MARK I, but it had no internal memory 
storage. You know, like an AT with OK RAM. Not too much 
good in the long run but remember this was 1945. 


Next came the EDVAC, which was delayed until 1952, 
but improved on ENIAC through the use of binary numbers 
and internal storage. This computer is considered to be the 
prototype for serial computers. The EDSAC computer was 
completed sooner and developed in England, and is therefore 
considered the first computer with storage ability. 


The other computer which came to life in 1952 was the 
IAS. This computer used the binary system, a one-address 
command structure and parallel arithmetic. This computer 
became the prototype for parallel computers. Buy one? The 
UNIVAC was the first commercially available computer. It 
was used by the government in 1951, and sold its first 
commercial unit in 1954. In 1953 IBM installed its first 
computer, the IBM 701. In 1954 the first IBM 650 was 
installed and became the most popular computer during the 
next five years. 


Meanwhile Back at the Lab 

While all the excitement was going on in the computer 
industry Bell Laboratories quietly developed the transistor 
in 1948. When the computer industry began using transistors 
in place of tubes, the change was so dramatic that the tube 
machines were referred to as first-generation, and the transis- 
torized machines were second-generation. The first commer- 
cial computer to use transistors became available in 1959. 


Birth of a Giant 

A company called Datapoint Corporation of San Anto- 
nio, Texas manufactured small computer systems. In 1969 
they decided to make a great leap forward. Their engineers 
designed a very elementary central processing unit, and 
contracted Intel and Texas Instruments to build their design 
on a single chip. Intel succeeded, but the chip was too slow 
for the Datapoint engineers so Datapoint declined to buy it. 
Can you believe that! 


Intel was left with a CPU with all the research paid for. 
They had to decide whether to sell it or shelve it. That's a scry 
thought isn't it? They chose to sell it, of course, and called it 
the Intel 8008. The Intel 8008 created a market for itself 
where none existed, it was a programmable logic device. 


As I have often heard said, the rest is history! 


YV 
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Membership Application /Renewal Form 
Dayton Microcomputer Association 
Dayton Museum of Natural History Date: 
2629 Ridge Avenue Dues: Regular $12.00 Year 
Dayton, Ohio 45415-5499 Family Associate $ 6.00 Year 


Name Phone. — —— — — — ——— Home 


Address Phot — — —— Work 


City 
Computer Brand / Model 
Printer Brand / Model 


Modem Brand / Model 
User Groups 


If this is a Family Associate membership, 
please give the name of regular member: 
This membership is a [ ]New [ ]Renewal 


D.M.A. Use Only No... Exp. / [T] [C] [M] 


We're Expanding! 


It was bound to happen...due to popular demand for our products and services, The Computer Recyclery outgrew its 
offices on Old Troy Pike! We have relocated to the Grove Park Professional Center on Taylorsville Road near Brandt Pike. 
Our new address is: 7089 Taylorsville Road, Suite F. We are located in the same building as the Huber Heights Courier, and 
directly across from the City Offices meeting room. 


The need to expand reinforces our belief that as long as we back good products with old fashioned business ethics, the 
community will support us, and we will continue to grow. This is reassuring especially now when the retail outlet market seems 
to be shrinking. 

We would like to thank all of our customers for their support and encouragement, and we invite all of you to stop by and 
see our new digs! We have consolidated our service facilities and added a display area to better serve you. We think you will 
like the changes as much as we do; we're sure you will appreciate the easier access. 


Our location has changed but our phone number hasn't: 236-8466 


The Computer Recyclery - Growing to serve you! 


Dayton Microcomputer Association, Inc. 
The DA T A B u d c/o Dayton Museum of Natural History 
E 2629 Ridge Avenue 
A Publication of Dayton, Ohio 45414-5499 
The Dayton Microcomputer 
Association of Dayton, Ohio 
© Copyright 1991 
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